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          President’s Message   

          Lisa Vesperman Still  

                      
 

First, I’d like to say thank you for putting your faith in   

me as this year’s President of the New England Land Title   
Association. It’s truly an honor to be a part of this organization and have your trust as 

we move NELTA forward in the next 50 years. 

Second, I’d like to thank Cathy Jones for her years of tireless work and dedication to 

NELTA. As most of you know, Cathy is retiring at the end of this year after 28 years of 

working with NELTA. Through the changes in the Board, the industry and the organiza-
tion, Cathy has been like a lighthouse: steadfast, true and guiding us through turbulent 

waters. While we will certainly miss her and her constant devotion, keeping us all on 

task (never letting us forget about the legislative updates or messages promised for 

NELTA News), and making sure NELTA perseveres, we wish Cathy the best, playing 
more golf and spending more time with her family. Thank you Cathy for all you’ve 

done for NELTA. 

Without Cathy at the helm, big changes are ahead for NELTA. Change can be frighten-

ing and debilitating, but change can also be inspiring and can rejuvenate an organiza-
tion. As Benjamin Franklin said, “When you’re finished changing, you’re finished.” 

Well, NELTA is certainly not finished and is ready to embrace all the changes ahead! 

We continue to evolve into an organization that seeks to provide our membership with 

the resources they need in New England, whether that be a letter to a County Commis-

sioner in Maine regarding e-recording, or an economic update by Ted Jones, Chief 
Economist for Stewart Title about how New England’s numbers compare with the rest 

of the country, or finding ways to help members grow their business in trying economic 

times and fight the “Great Resignation.” Our members demand more than we’ve been 

giving and we are up to the challenge.  

NELTA’s Board of Directors has committed themselves to NELTA’s future, to increase 

the value of a NELTA membership, with the goal of bringing more educational oppor-

tunities and benefits to members, including a more affordable annual convention where 

new and younger members can mingle and network, learn more about the title industry 
and what NELTA has to offer our New England community.  
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With all of this in mind, as we say best wishes to Cathy in her retirement, we welcome 

Mark Bennett and Bennett Association Management as the new management team who 

will be assisting NELTA going forward beginning December 15, 2022. Mark has over 
20 years of experience in association management, 15 years of which has been spent 

working with state land title associations around the country, including the Ohio and 

Kentucky Land Title Associations. 

He is well versed in the title industry and is an active member of the American Land  
Title Association, as a member of ALTA’s Government Affairs Committee, State Land 

Title Association Executive Director’s Steering Committee, and a member of the State 

Legislative and Regulatory Action Committee. He and his team have the experience, 

knowledge and insight to help move NELTA forward. 

As members, I ask you – what do you want or need from your membership in NELTA? 

What can you give to NELTA? How can we help each other flourish in this time of 

change? Watch your emails in the next few weeks as we continue to ask those questions 

so that we can provide you, our membership, with all you need to grow and change, for 
the better, with NELTA. 
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2022 NELTA Convention Highlights 

Kevin Atwood 

  

 The 52th Annual Convention of the New England Land Title Association was held June 
16-19, 2022 at The Equinox Resort in beautiful Manchester, Vermont. I believe everyone was 
happy to once again join together as friends and colleagues in person. The experience was en-
hanced with a scenic drive to a specular venue in Vermont.  

 Thursday afternoon got started with the Board of Directors meeting at 4 p.m. to review 
the past year, but more importantly to celebrate Cathy’s retirement from her fantastic 28 years 
as Director of NELTA. President, Laura Wild opened the meeting with a big welcome to all the 
new faces and thanked everyone for the opportunity for being President of NELTA. Laura 
commented on the great venue for the conference. Lastly, Laura thanked Cathy for her years of 
service and wished her the best in her retirement. Her kind words were followed by reports 
from the Secretary and Treasurer which were unanimously approved and revealed the Associa-
tion’s status to be strong. The Board then discussed the addition of our new associate/business/
underwriting members. Lastly, Lisa Vesperman Still filled in the new Board members on the 
Task Force that was created to find a replacement Director for NELTA…going to be hard 
shoes to fill!  

 The social aspect commenced on Thursday evening with the opening cocktail reception 
and dinner. The members were excited to be able to celebrate with Cathy along with renewing 
old and creating new friendships over drinks and fine food in the Colonnade room. Then those 
who were daring, ended up at the Falcon Bar later in the evening. Kudos to the bartender that 
made specular old fashions!  A great time was had by all.  

 On Friday morning, we convened in the Manchester Room for official greetings, fol-
lowed by the first scheduled seminar entitled “The New ALTA Forms – Key Updates”. This 
informative session was presented by Tucker Dulong, Esq. Title Counsel, CATIC and included 
great audience participation and insight. Surprisingly, the topic didn’t put anyone to sleep. 

 The ALTA Form presentation was followed by the second educational offering entitled 
“RON Panel”. This presentation was given by Carol E. Willoughby, Esq. V.P., Regional Un-
derwriting Director, First American Title Insurance Company and William Peacock, Esq., New 
England Underwriting Counsel, WFG National Title Insurance Company. Looking towards the 
future with technology. 

 Many spent Friday afternoon strolling through Manchester shopping, hiking and taking 
in the sights offered in this scenic spot. Others went to donate golf balls to the local woods at 
The Equinox golf course.  All were treated to unique beauty and atmosphere with the 360-
degrees view of the mountain and trees…can only imagine what it looks like in October! 

 Friday evening was the traditional New England Clam Bake Dinner…butter anyone? 
Again, the food was delicious and the company even better.  

 Saturday morning began with the Annual Business Meeting which included the election 
of the Board of Directors for the upcoming year. Immediately thereafter, we were addressed by 
Tara Smith, Alta Representative, Underwriters Section, Group President, Agency Services, 
Stewart Title Guaranty Company who presented the ALTA Keynote address. Tara did a fantas-
tic job of informing us of the national issues and challenges presented as well as the bold plans 
for the future aimed at growing, diversifying and protecting the industry. 
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 The second presentation on Saturday was an economic analysis and forecast expertly 
offered by Ted C. Jones, PhD, Sr. V.P. & Chief Economist at Stewart Title Guaranty Company 
titled “Econ 101 – It’s all about Supply & Demand - An Outlook for Real Estate & The Econo-
my”. Not Ted’s first rodeo and probably not his last. Ted explained in great detail the political 
and economic issues presented as we progress post pandemic. He also offered his views and 
projections relative to recovery and expected impact on the housing market, influx/decline of 
population all the states, interest rates, Commercial R.E, and potential recession and what it all 
means.  

 After another day of sightseeing, shopping and touring Manchester, we reconvened on 
Saturday evening for the Underwriter’s Cocktail Reception followed immediately by the Presi-
dent’s Banquet held in the Colonnade Ballroom. In addition to another delightful meal, the 
members were introduced to the incoming Board of Directors. President Laura Wild gave her 
farewell speech and gave sincere thanks to the members and Exhibitors who attended and par-
ticipated. Then she passed the baton to Lisa Verperman Still. 

 Awards were presented by Rich Meehan to the golfers for their achievements and door 
prizes distributed. Our new President, Lisa Vesperman Still, made a short speech, then went off 
script and presented Cathy with a gift from the Board in appreciation for all her years of service 
to NELTA and the industry. That resulted in Cathy getting a STANDING OVATION!!!   
Lastly, a late-night celebration for Cathy was held at a packed Falcon Bar. The bar had a great 
singer that night with most patrons singing and dancing. It was so much fun, that the hotel staff 
had to shut down the bar/singer because of noise complaints from guests…and of course we did 
stay longer than expected. What a great way to end the night! Overall, the Convention was   
extremely successful and enjoyable. Stay tuned for details and THANK YOU Cathy for a   
wonderful 28 years!  

Convention Chair Danielle Long presents 

thank you gifts to Speakers Bill Peacock 

and Carol Willoughby 

Lori Comery & Board Member John Comery          

with Mike Wild and outgoing NELTA               

President Laura Wild 
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Photo Key L-R, Top-Bottom:  Gorgeous day for our Golf Tournament with Steve Winkler, Gary Bernier, 

Phil Fanning, Tom Flynn, Kevin Atwood, Lyman Hopper, Richard Meehan, Dean DaSuta & April Wilmar.     

ALTA Speaker Tara Smith with Convention Chair Danielle Long.  Past President Matt Cholewa with wife 

Gill, Steve & Nancy Winkler made the trip up from FL to celebrate Cathy’s retirement. TrustLink Sponsor 

Scott Brothers at the Opening Reception.  Exhibitor, Monica Barrera with Economist Speaker Ted Jones,     

Executive Director, Cathy Jones & Peter Apter.  Golf Chair, Richard & Donna Meehan with Gerri Apter. 

Danielle Long with April Wilmar at the Underwriter’s Cocktail Reception.  (More pics on Pg 11) 
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L-R John Comery, Lisa Vesperman Still, Amy Komisarek, Kevin Atwood, Laura Wild, Tracie 

Kester, Danielle Long.  Missing from photo: Rob Sylvester, Melanie Kido, Laurie Barrett,   

Marina Sadownick, Kenneth Anderson, Mary Schruender 

NELTA Installs New Board of Directors for 2022-2023 

Outgoing NELTA President Laura Wild Receives Gavel Plaque And Gift  

From Incoming President Lisa Vesperman Still 
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The 2022-2023 Board of Directors is sworn in by Past President 

Phil Fanning at the President’s Banquet. 

“The Clump” at The Balsams, Dixville Notch, NH 
Photo taken in 2000              

 
Caption Read: Some of our NELTA kids aka “The Clump” 
L to R: Mary Curren, Kristen Fanning, Katherine Walsh, 

Christine Detring, Meghan Fanning, Sean Curren w/ 
Ryan Jones, Chris Jones, Brendan & Garrett Walsh 

Clump parents at the 2022 Convention 
Ruth Dillingham & Robert Curren,     

Pat Walsh, Lucretia & Phil Fanning, 
Cathy Jones 

Eddie & Carrie Cote with Katherine & Phil Prifti Speaker Tucker Dulong with Robert Curren & Ruth Dillingham 
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Thank You For Your Support! 

Diamond Sponsor - DOMA Title Insurance Co. 

Gold Sponsor - Qualia 

  Silver Sponsors - TrustLink Services & Notarize 

Our Exhibitors : 

Qualia, TrustLink Services, Notarize,                      

Action Title Research, LLC  
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Welcome New Members! 

NELTA proudly welcomes its newest members and sincerely 

thanks those members responsible for their recruitment 

Tabatha Berube 
Monument Title Company 
100 Middle Street 
Portland, ME 04101 
 
Bradley Erb, Business Development Mgr. 
Bowe Digital 
3209 Susan Drive 
Kokomo, IN 46902 
 
Kathryn Pariseau 
Monument Title Company 
100 Middle Street 
Portland, ME 04101 
 
Christopher S. Tolley. Esquire 
Phillips & Angley 
One Washington Mall, 7th Fl. 
Boston, MA 02108 

Regina Braga 
Res/Title, Inc. 
175 Metro Center Boulevard, Suite 4 
Warwick, RI 02886 
 
Lisa Gale, Esquire 
Gale & McCallister PLLC 
382 Hercules Drive, Suite 1 
Colchester, VT 05446 
 
Ashley Post, Esquire 
Gale & McCallister PLLC 
382 Hercules Drive, Suite 1 
Colchester, VT 05446 
 
 

We welcome our new Regular Member (Title Insurance Company) to the New England area 
Rob Noce, Agents National Title Insurance, 1207 West Broadway, Suite C, Columbia, MO 06520 

 
We also welcome our new Regular Member (Corporate Abstract) Company, Action Title Research 

Members: Monica Barrera, Chris Blum, Sarel Doglu, Elizabeth Karalian, Fritz Lesher, Scott O’Neill 
519 S. Broad Street, Glen Rock, NJ 07452 

Kevin Atwood 
2021-2022 Membership Drive Winner (The Most New Members) 

Receives award from Convention Chair Danielle Long 
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NELTA... We Are 

  Your ALTA Connection 

Invest in Your Career 

Stand out, Earn Your NTP Today! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The American Land Title Association’s National Title Professional (NTP) designation is a   

versatile tool, serving as a measure of personal achievement. ALTA’s professional acknowl-

edgement affirms these experts are powerhouses of knowledge, experience and dedication   

essential to the title industry.  

Now celebrating its 10th anniversary, the NTP designation provides evidence of your industry 

proficiency as well as your commitment to professional development. It represents your 

achievement of excellence and enhances your status in the industry and among your col-

leagues! Other tangible benefits include: 

Individual recognition in ALTA publications and website 

Discounts on ALTA meetings 

Special benefits and recognition at ALTA meetings and select State Land Title Association 

events 

Right to use the NTP designation and logo in your business publications, website and corre-

spondence, including marketing efforts; resume; and networking activities 

To apply for the NTP designation, you must meet several individual, licensing and training pre-

requisites. Once all prerequisites are met, you must earn a minimum of 100 NTP points to qual-

ify for consideration. Points can be earned in many areas, including industry experience, educa-

tion and training as well as involvement with ALTA, your State Land Title Association and 

other professional organizations. All applications are reviewed by the NTP Council, a group of 

up to nine designees appointed by ALTA’s Board of Governors.  

Stand out from the crowd and start earning your NTP designation today! For more information 
on the program, visit www.alta.org/ntp. 

http://www.alta.org/ntp
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House Passes ALTA-supported SECURE Act 
More States Pass Remote Online Notarization Bills 

 
 
The U.S. House of Representatives on July 27 night by a vote of 336-90 passed a series of bills 
rolled into a package that included the ALTA-supported Securing and Enabling Commerce Us-
ing Remote and Electronic (SECURE) Notarization Act (H.R. 3962). 
The SECURE Notarization Act would: 

Permit immediate nationwide use of remote online notarization (RON) 
Create national minimum standards for its use 
Provide certainty for the interstate recognition of RON 
The bipartisan SECURE Notarization Act was introduced in the House by Reps. Madeleine 
Dean (D-Pa.) and Kelly Armstrong (R-N.D.). It has 128 cosponsors in the House. Sens. Kevin 
Cramer (R-N.D.) and Mark Warner (D-Va.) have introduced a companion bill in the Senate, 
where it has 11 cosponsors. 

The SECURE Notarization Act includes critically important security standards to protect con-
sumers, including requirements for two-way audiovisual communication, multifactor authenti-
cation and tamper-evident technology. 

Meanwhile, Delaware and Rhode Island became the latest states to pass bills that allow for 
RON. There are now 42 states that permit this type of digital closing. 

Rhode Island’s legislation went into effect immediately. The state passed two identical bills, 
(H7363 and S2705). There is a common substitute bill. The legislation, which adopts the Uni-
form Law Commission’s Revised Uniform Law on Notarial Acts (RULONA), awaits the signa-
ture of Gov. Dan McKee. 

“CATIC is pleased that Rhode Island has joined the ranks of states that have passed RON legis-
lation,” said Ashley Fischer, compliance counsel for CATIC. “As a tool in the real estate closing 
toolbox, RON can provide more flexibility to title professionals and allow them to better serve 
Rhode Island consumers in their real estate transactions. As the real estate industry evolves, it is 
exciting to see laws that promote progress and innovation, and CATIC looks forward to sup-
porting its agents as they navigate new closing processes.” 

In Delaware, SB 262 also adopts RULONA. The legislation expands on Gov. Carney’s authori-

zation for remote notarization to be performed by licensed Delaware attorneys by  

https://digital.titlenews.org/titlenews/august_2022/MobilePagedArticle.action?articleId=1812448&utm_source=digital-titlenews&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=august_2022
https://digital.titlenews.org/titlenews/august_2022/MobilePagedArticle.action?articleId=1812448&utm_source=digital-titlenews&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=august_2022
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allowing all notarial officers authority to perform remote notarization. In addition to retaining 
provisions that provide integrity in the process of performing notarial acts, the Revised Uni-
form Law: 

1. Provides the authority to notarize electronic documents on par with notarization of tangible 
documents, including authority for the Secretary of State to regulate notarization of elec-
tronic documents. 

2.   Requires a notary public to maintain a journal of all notarial acts the notary public per  
 forms. 
3.   Adopts new licensing procedures for notaries public, including minimum requirements for 
 commissioning and grounds to deny, suspend or revoke commissions. 
4.   Prohibits a notary public from acting in a deceptive or fraudulent manner. 
 Adoption of Delaware’s law is delayed until Jan. 1, 2023, to provide the Secretary of State 
 and notaries public time to implement the Revised Uniform Law. In the interim, this act 
 continues the authority for Delaware attorneys to conduct remote notarization. 

Reprinted with permission from TitleNews, the monthly magazine of the American Land Title 
Association. 

Vermont Passes E-recording Bill 

 

Vermont became the final state to allow electronic recording as it passed HR 512, which       
enacted the Revised Uniform Law on Notarial Acts and the Uniform Real Property Electronic 
Recording Act. 
 
The legislation went into effect July 1, 2022. 
 
According to the legislation, the town clerk and third-party vendors who provide access to digit-
ized records, shall comply with the most current version of the minimum indexing standards 
provided by the Vermont State Archives and Records Administration. Town clerks who main-
tain digitized records shall make the records available online. 
 
ALTA submitted testimony in support of the bill to improve the consumer experience through 
the use of technology and a more digital real estate transfer process. According to the Property 
Records Industry Association (PRIA), 64% of all documents recorded in 2019 were done so 
electronically. This marked a 14.4% increase in e-recordings versus paper recordings since data 
was collected for calendar year 2018. Click here to view a map of e-recording jurisdictions. 
 
“Jurisdictions across the U.S. are undeniably moving toward e-recording as the norm, which 
expedites and streamlines the real estate transfer process,” ALTA wrote in its testimony. 
 
Reprinted with permission from TitleNews, the monthly magazine of the American Land Title 
Association. 
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            The Title Industry Political Action Committee (TIPAC)  

                                             Your Industry’s Voice 

 The Title Industry Political Action Committee (TIPAC) is the voluntary,  

non-partisan Political Action Committee (PAC) of the America Land Title  

Association. It is the only PAC that directly represents the interest of the title  

industry in our nation's political system. 

  

 TIPAC is the most effective advocacy tool we have. TIPAC helps elect and re-elect 
Members of Congress who support title industry issues. TIPAC is the only political action  

committee of its kind, organized for the express purpose of representing the title industry on 
Capitol Hill. 100% of your contribution to TIPAC helps elect and re-elect candidates who  

support our industry and understand our issues. 

  

 Proceeds benefit TIPAC. Corporate contributions are not accepted. Contributions to 
TIPAC are not tax deductible for federal income tax purposes. All contributions to TIPAC are 
voluntary. You may refuse to contribute without reprisal. The guidelines mentioned are merely 
suggestions. You are free to contribute more or less then the guidelines suggest and ALTAÂ® 
will not favor or disadvantage you by reason of the amount of your contribution or your deci-
sion not to contribute.Federal law allows contributions up to the annual maximum of $5,000. 
Contributions to TIPAC are not deductible as charitable contributions for income tax purposes. 

  

 If you have questions or would like more information, please contact  jessica@alta.org. 

 

IMPORTANT!  Title Action Network Needs Your Voice. 

It’s SO Easy to become a TAN Member and have your voice heard. 

And It’s FREE! 

Once you become a TAN member, which takes only 90 seconds to join,  

when important issues arise, ALTA will notify you via email  

and with a couple of clicks, your message will  

be sent directly to your member(s) of congress.  It’s that easy.   

Please Become a New England Land Title Association  

TAN Member TODAY! 

www.titleactionnetwork.com 

mailto:jessica@alta.org
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CONNECTICUT 
Legislative Update 

Colleen Lindroos, CATIC 
Ricky Hill, CT 

Public Act 22-25: The Connecticut Clean Air Act 
This act aims to improve the state’s air quality by reducing transportation-related greenhouse 
gas emissions. The act provides that common interest community documents may not unrea-
sonably restrict the installation of an electric vehicle charging station. Landlords must, general-
ly, approve a tenant’s written request to install such a charging station in the tenant’s dedicated 
parking space. Planned communities must, generally, allow the installation of a solar power 
generating system on a unit owner’s roof, so long as such roof is not shared with any other unit 
owner.  
 
Public Act 22-82: Protections for Victims of Domestic Violence/Public Accommodations 
This act, in part, provides that victims of domestic violence are a protected class, and may not 
be discriminated against in employment, public accommodations, housing, the granting of 
credit, and other matters under the purview of the Commission on Human Rights and Opportu-
nities. Employers with one or two employees are no longer exempt from liability for employ-
ment discrimination based on any of the protected classes.  
 
Public Act 22-117: Tax Administration and Revisions to the Tax and Related Statutes 
This act makes numerous revisions to the statutes governing tax administration and collection. 
Section 20 concerns the income tax credit for conveyance tax payments made at the highest 
marginal rate, which is 2.25% of the sales price that exceeds $2.5 million. Section 31 amends 
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 12-35, concerning a statute of limitation on collection actions by the Com-
missioner of Revenue Services. Other matters encompassed include tax refunds, sales and use 
tax deficiencies, withholding of taxes, criminal investigations, and nonresident tax returns.  
 
Public Act 22-118: Adjustments to the State Budget  
Section 450 and the sections that follow concern the state’s ability to recoup funds that have 
been provided to residents as cash or medical assistance. The law prohibits the state’s recovery 
of such funds in many instances. The act provides that certain state liens or claims against 
property shall be deemed released by the state unless recovery is required under federal law or 
otherwise addressed in the statutes. The act also concerns the liability of parents related to state 
aid paid on behalf of the parents or their dependent children, and addresses the state’s claims 
upon the estate of those who received benefits under certain state programs.  
 
Public Act 22-136: Real Estate and the Probate Courts 
This act creates a process by which a person who has a title interest in real property subject to 
liens for unpaid probate fees can petition the probate court to have the liens released. The act 
releases certain liens imposed under the succession tax for those estates that fall within the 
timeframes and other parameters set forth in the act. The act also deems certain other liens im-
posed under the estate tax laws in effect on or after January 1, 2005 to be released 10 years af-
ter a decedent’s death, except for estates that have filed a return or been assessed a tax under 
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 12-392, prior to ten years from the date of the death of the decedent.  
 
Further information is available on the General Assembly’s website, https://
www.cga.ct.gov/. 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/
https://www.cga.ct.gov/
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Maine Legislative Update 
130th Maine Legislature/Second Regular Session 

 

Robin Watts, Maine State Counsel 

First American Title Insurance Company 

707 Sable Oaks Road, Suite 370, South Portland, Maine 04106 

207-774-6884/rdwatts@firstam.com  

NOTE: The Second Regular Session of the 130th Maine State Legislature adjourned on May 9, 2022. Unless 
otherwise noted below, the general effective date for nonemergency laws passed during the Second Regular 
Session is August 8, 2022.  
 
CHAPTER 630 (LD 1917) – An Act to Amend the Tax Laws of the State - This law makes various changes to 
the tax laws. Of particular interest, the law replaces the term “homestead” with the term “permanent residence” in 
Title 36, section 6234, regarding municipal benefits to veterans, to better align the definition with the benefit to 
renters allowed under that section. In addition, the law expands the penalty-free reclassification of land taxed under 
the Maine Tree Growth Tax Law and farm and open space law to include reclassifications into and out of working 
waterfront land without incurring a penalty. It also clarifies and aligns the penalty provisions for current tree 
growth, farm and open space and working waterfront use classifications.  LINK TO TEXT OF CHAPTER 630: 
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP1423&item=3&snum=130 
 
CHAPTER 651 (LD 2023) – An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Secretary of State Regarding 
Notarial Acts - This law implements the recommendations of the Secretary of State’s study on remote and online 
notarization pursuant to Public Law 2021, chapter 337.  The law enacts the Revised Uniform Law on Notarial Acts 
as approved by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws in 2018, with some Maine-
specific deviations.  The law establishes the qualifications of a notary public. These new qualifications are largely 
aligned with the qualifications under the existing Maine statute. The law retains the current authorization that al-
lows attorneys-at-law duly admitted and eligible to practice in the courts of this State to perform notarial acts.  The 
law expands Maine’s current residency requirements for notaries. It provides that an applicant must be a resident of 
Maine or have a place of employment or practice in Maine (regardless of their state of residence). The law author-
izes all notarial officers to perform a notarial act with respect to an electronic record. The law also permits all no-
tarial officers to perform notarial acts for a remotely located individual in accordance with certain identified crite-
ria, such as identity proofing and recording of the audio-video session. Prior to performing the first notarial act 
with respect to an electronic record or with respect to remote and online notarization, the notarial officer must noti-
fy the Secretary of State. This law also creates a new license for marriage officiants. This law takes effect July 1, 
2023.   LINK TO TEXT OF CHAPTER 651: 
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP1503&item=6&snum=130 
 
CHAPTER 663 (LD 1129) – An Act Relating to the Valuation of Improved Real Property - This law provides 
that, for the purpose of establishing the valuation of improved real property, the property must be valued based on 
its highest and best use as of April 1st of each year, taking into consideration the following: cost, income capitali-
zation and sales comparison. In establishing the valuation of improved real property, assessors shall consider age, 
condition, use, type of construction, location, design, physical features, and economic characteristics. However, a 
property subject to a restriction on the use of the property may not be considered comparable to property that is not 
so restricted.   LINK TO TEXT OF CHAPTER 663: 
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP0807&item=5&snum=130 
 
CHAPTER 743 (LD 1513) – An Act to Establish the Maine Abandoned and Discontinued Roads Commis-
sion  - This law establishes the Maine Abandoned and Discontinued Roads Commission. The commission is 
charged with prioritizing matters related to abandoned and discontinued roads that have a significant negative im-
pact, qualitatively or quantitively, on residential owners of property abutting the road, recreational users of the 
road, members of the public, municipal, county or state governments, and the physical integrity of the road and 
surrounding land; developing recommendations to address the prioritized matters; recommending statutory chang-
es; and reviewing legislation. The commission must report to three of the joint standing committees of the Legisla-
ture by February 1, 2023, and annually thereafter. The committees have authority to report out bills in response to 
these reports.   LINK TO TEXT OF CHAPTER 743: 
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP1121&item=3&snum=130 
 

Find the full text of these new laws at www.legislature.maine.gov. Search by LD Number. Select “Bill Text 
and Other Docs.” Scroll to the bottom of the screen to locate the final Public Chaptered Law. 

http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP1423&item=3&snum=130
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP1503&item=6&snum=130
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP0807&item=5&snum=130
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP1121&item=3&snum=130
http://www.legislature.maine.gov
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Massachusetts 
Legislative Update 
Lisa Vesperman Still, Esq. 

V.P., New England Regional Counsel, MA State Counsel 
WFG National Title Insurance Company 
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New Hampshire 
Legislative Update 

Michelle Radie-Coffin, NH State Counsel  
Stewart Title Guaranty Company  

165A South River Road, Bedford, NH 03110  
michelle.radiecoffin@stewart.com  

2022 Legislative Session 
 
SB210 An Act relative to the sale of manufactured housing parks. (Amends RSA 205-
A:21) 
   
This bill clarifies the notification requirements imposed upon manufactured housing park own-

ers prior to selling manufactured housing parks.  Please see the full text of the law for more de-

tails. 

Effective Date:  July 26, 2022 
https://legiscan.com/NH/text/SB210/2022 
 
HB1448 An Act relative to the pretermitted heir statute.  
 
This bill revises the statute governing pretermitted heirs (RSA 551:10) by expanding definitions 

and classifications of a child not named (omitted) in a testator’s will. The Act also sets forth the 

share of a qualifying omitted child and repeals RSA 551:11. Please see the full text of the law 

for more details. 

Effective Date: January 1, 2023 
https://legiscan.com/NH/text/HB1448/2022 
 

HB1344 An Act relative to the authority of real estate brokers. (Amends RSA 331-A) 

This bill requires that any contract for the sale of real property within New Hampshire shall be 

executed by the owner of such property or by a person with power of attorney to execute such a 

contract on behalf of the owner.  Please see the full text of the law for more details. 

Effective Date: July 19, 2022 
https://legiscan.com/NH/text/HB1344/2022 
 

HB1103 An ACT relative to certain assets in a divorce proceeding. 

This bill provides that, in a divorce proceeding, the court shall not require a party to sell a mari-

tal asset if the party is able to compensate the other party for his or her interest in it and the sale 

is not required for an equitable division of the marital property.  Please see the full text of the 

law for more details. 

Effective Date: January 1, 2023 
https://legiscan.com/NH/text/HB1103/2022 

https://legiscan.com/NH/text/SB210/2022
https://legiscan.com/NH/text/HB1448/2022
https://legiscan.com/NH/text/HB1344/2022
https://legiscan.com/NH/text/HB1103/2022
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Rhode Island 
Legislative Update 

John Endrusick, Esquire 
First American Title insurance Co. 

Warwick, RI 

1. RIGL 42-30.1 "Uniform Law on Notarial Acts": Amended the notary public 

laws to permit remote notarization, recognize notarizations performed under 

the authority and in the jurisdiction of a federally recognized Indian tribe, pro-

hibit notary fees in excess of five dollars ($5.00), prohibit remote online notary 

fees in excess of twenty-five dollars ($25.00), and require the disabling of no-

tary stamping device upon expiration or revocation of a notary commission. 

(Enacted: 6/30/22) 

2.  2. Sections 7-12-12, 7-12-13, 7-12-14, 7-12-15, 7-12-16, 7-12-17, 7-12-18, 7-

12-19, 7-12-20, 7-12-21, 7-12-22, 7-12-23, 7-12-24, 7-12-25, 7-12-26, 7-12-

27, 7-12-28, 7-12-29, 7-12-30, 7-12-31, 7-12-32, 7-12-33, 7-12-34, 7-12-35, 7-

12-36, 7-12-37, 7-12-38, 7-12-39, 7-12-40, 7-12-41, 7-12-42, 7-12-43, 7-12-

44, 7-12-45, 7-12-46, 7-12-47, 7-12-48, 7-12-49, 7-12-50, 7-12-51, 7-12-52, 7-

12-53, 7-12-54, 7-12-55, 7-12-56, 7-12-57, 7-12-58 and 7-12-59 of the Gen-

eral Laws in Chapter 7-12 entitled "Partnerships" were repealed in their entire-

ty and replaced with RIGL 12.1 entitled “Uniform Partnership Act” to govern 

the law of partnerships in the State of Rhode Island. (Effective: 1/1/23) 3.  

3. Chapter 7-13 of the General Laws entitled "Limited Partnerships" was re-

pealed in its entirety and replaced with RIGL 7-13.1 entitled “Uniform Limited 

Partnership Act” to govern the law of limited partnerships in the State of 

Rhode Island. (Effective: 1/1/23)  
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Vermont 
Legislative Update 

Jill Spinelli Quong 
Stewart Title Guaranty Co. 

Williston, Vermont 

This legislative update briefly outlines the laws enacted by the Vermont Legislature impacting real property.  The 
complete text of these and other acts can be found at www.leg.state.vt.us. 
 
H.512 An Act relating to modernizing land records and notarial acts law 
H.512 adopts uniform laws related to the recording of electronic documents and includes the authorization provi-
sions for remote online notarial acts.  The additions and revisions are based on the current versions of the Uniform 
Real Property Electronic Recording Act (URPERA) and the Revised Uniform Law on Notarial Acts (RULONA). 
 
Effective July 1, 2022, 27 V.S.A. Chapter 5, Subchapter 8 is added to adopt URPERA.  As set forth in the Act, 
electronic/digital documents (hereafter “Electronic Documents”) are the legal equivalent of a paper document for 
all purposes including recording.   However, until such time as standards and best practices are adopted by the Ver-
mont State Archives and Records Administration (VSARA), Electronic Documents are still not authorized to be 
recorded in Vermont. Furthermore, even after standards and best practices are adopted by VSARA, the Act does 
not mandate that City/Town Clerks are required to accept Electronic Documents.  Rather, the statutory language 
authorizes those clerks who choose to accept Electronic Documents to process and record them.   
 
Effective July 1, 2022, 26 VSA, Chapter 103 is amended to adopt the most recent version of RULONA and creates 
the statutory framework to expand the authority of notaries public to permit: 

Notarial acts for remotely located individuals (RLI), 
Certifications by notaries public that a tangible copy of an Electronic Document is an accurate copy of 

that Electronic Document, and 
Notarial acts on Electronic Documents.  

Specific requirements for notarial acts performed on RLI’s are enumerated in 26 VSA Section 5379. 
A full copy of this Act can be viewed using the following link: 
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2022/Docs/ACTS/ACT171/ACT171%20As%20Enacted.pdf 
 
H.551 An act relating to prohibiting racially and religiously restrictive covenants in deeds. 
 
This act prohibits a deed, mortgage, plat, or other recorded device, recorded on or after July 1, 2022, from contain-
ing a covenant or other property interest purporting to restrict the ownership or use of real property on the basis of 
race or religion. The act also declares void and unenforceable any existing covenant or other property interest pur-
porting to restrict the ownership or use of real property on the basis of race or religion.   
A full copy of this Act can be viewed using the following link: 
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2022/Docs/ACTS/ACT143/ACT143%20As%20Enacted.pdf 
 
H.738 An act relating to technical and administrative changes to Vermont’s tax laws. 
Sections 1 & 3 
This act clarifies that property transfer tax applies to Enhanced Life Estate (ELE) deeds in the same way as con-
ventional life estates and defines the value of life estate or ELE deeds to which the property transfer tax applies.  
The Act provides for an application for a transfer tax refund in the event that the ELE is revoked within 8 years of 
the grant. 
A full copy of this Act can be viewed using the following link: 
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2022/Docs/ACTS/ACT179/ACT179%20As%20Enacted.pdf 
 
S.88  An act relating to insurance, banking and securities. 
Sections 26-27. 
This act provides a statutory framework for the merger and consolidation of multiple captive insurance companies 
into a single captive insurance company upon the unanimous consent of shareholders, members, or policyholders.   
Following the merger, all property, including real property, shall be “deemed transferred” to the newly merged 
captive insurance company without the need to execute a deed or transfer tax return.    
A full copy of this Act can be viewed using the following link: 
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2022/Docs/ACTS/ACT025/ACT025%20As%20Enacted.pdf 

http://www.leg.state.vt.us
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2022/Docs/ACTS/ACT171/ACT171%20As%20Enacted.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2022/Docs/ACTS/ACT143/ACT143%20As%20Enacted.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2022/Docs/ACTS/ACT179/ACT179%20As%20Enacted.pdf
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2022/Docs/ACTS/ACT025/ACT025%20As%20Enacted.pdf
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New England Land Title Association 
Application for Membership 

Name & Title ________________________________________________________________ 

Firm or Company _____________________________________________________________ 

Business Address _____________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________ State _________________ Zip Code __________ 

Phone ________________ Fax ________________ E-Mail ____________________________ 

 
*******************************************************************************************

Associate Membership – Annual Dues:  $95.00 

Applicant is: (Check appropriate box) 

___ Attorneys, paralegals, title administrators, or other employees of a law firm or law office 

 who actively practice or assist in the practice of conveyancing in one or more of the 

 New England states  

___ Officers, attorneys, paralegals or other employees of financial and lending institutions, life 

 insurance companies, corporations and other entities actively engaged in real estate 

 lending or other real estate matters  

___ Surveyors or employees of companies or individuals actively engaged in the profession of 

 land surveying 

___ Employees of domestic companies that either are qualified policy issuing agents of title in

 surance companies or are engaged in the business of preparing and selling commercial 

 abstracts or certificates of title (associate member option) 

___ An organization, business or individual having an interest in or wishing to support the    

 efforts of NELTA (sustaining member) 

Regular Membership – Annual Dues:  $400.00 

___ A title insurance company 

 
___ A corporate abstract company (regular member option) 

 

Recruiter:  Did a NELTA member recommend that you join the Association?  If yes, please let 
us know who we may thank:  Name of Member: ____________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________ City, State, Zip: _________________________ 

How did you find out about NELTA? What lead you to become a NELTA member? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Mail completed application with your check to: NELTA, P.O. Box 743, Norwalk, CT 
06852-0743.  

Or pay on line with your credit card at https://www.nelta.org/pay-your-nelta-dues 
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THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES - A FINAL WORD 
 

From Cathy Jones, NELTA Executive Director 
 
Joe Drum hired me when he became NELTA President in June 1994.  I worked on a tiny Mac 
computer with a 9 inch screen in an office in my laundry room in our basement.  Ruth          
Dillingham used to say, I could fold laundry and handle NELTA simultaneously.  She would 
laugh when the dryer went off in the middle of a phone conversation!  
 
NELTA and I have come a LONG way since those early days when I wasn’t exactly sure what 
I was doing and where we were going.  I learned so much through the years and feel proud of 
what we accomplished for NELTA.   
 
Over the past 28 years with NELTA, I have had the opportunity and privilege to work with a 
lot of very special people who have touched my life in the best ways.  There were so many 
great people on our Board of Directors who I had close working relationships with.  They were 
here to make a difference and did their part in making NELTA successful. Thank you!  
 
Bringing our NELTA family together each year at our Annual Conventions was the best part of 
my job and what I will miss the most.  Seeing all of you year after year.  Watching you and 
your families and colleagues having such a good time, easily including and welcoming our new 
members.  NELTA is a very special Association.   
 
I’ll close with some of my comments emailed after our convention in June: 
“I will miss NELTA but especially, I will miss all of you. I have made so many wonderful 
friendships, and although I’ll be leaving you, we will always be friends.   
Thank you for your friendship.  Thank you for your love.  Thank you for trusting me with   
NELTA for these past 28 years. I leave you with my love and my deepest appreciation.” 
 
My last day with NELTA will be December 31, 2022.  I’ll be ringing in a new year and a new 
life!  Thanks for the Memories – I have SO many. 
 
P.S.  A few of you have indicated you would like to keep in touch.  Please contact me at       
nelta.org@gmail.com prior to the end of the year and I’ll send you my personal email address.    

Rich Meehan’s favorite 

photo of us - The Black 

Point Inn in June 2003 

2006 Golf Tournament  
At Mount Washington with 

Larry & Suzanne Heffernan & Ruth 
Dillingham.  A memorable event! 

This is a special pic to me. 
Mom is 96 now.  She came 

to Mt. Washington with  
me & my boys in 2004.  

mailto:nelta.org@gmail.com
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New England Land Title Association 

On Facebook 

Please FOLLOW/LIKE US  

Change can bring disruption, but it also can 

unveil a new dawn and fresh possibilities.  

As Benjamin Franklin said, “When you’re    
finished changing, you’re finished.”             

Well, NELTA is certainly not finished and is 
ready to embrace all the changes ahead!        

We hope you will join us! 


